
 

Friday 2nd December 2022 

In Phonics this week the children have not learnt 

any new sounds, we have focused on decoding and 

blending sounds, in particular digraphs, that we 

have learnt over previous weeks.  We have also 

focused on reading words with a ‘s’ at the end such 

as rings, sings and shuts.  The children have been 

thinking about words where the ‘s’ makes a ‘z’ 

sound at the end of words sometimes such as: dogs, pins, his, has and is.  

The children have also been reviewing Tricky Words we have previously 

learnt and will start to learn some new ones next term.  Please keep 

practising reading the Tricky Words at home with the children as then the 

children will soon learn to read these words fluently, on sight.   

In our maths sessions this week the children have been focusing on 

numbers 1-5 in particular.  We have been using the Number blocks to help 

us with our maths learning and this week we watched some clips which 

introduced the children to 5.  The children used 5 multilink cubes to find all 

the different ways they could to make different shapes using the 5 cubes, 

they loved this challenge!  We have also focused on 3D shapes; naming them 

and describing their properties, stating how many faces they have, whether 

they have flat or curved faces and also whether they can slide, stack or roll.   

The children were very excited to find Twinkles the Elf 

in Reception on Thursday and cannot wait to see what 

mischief he gets up to before Christmas!  The children 

are on their best behaviour now they know that 

Twinkles is going to report back to Santa. 

The children had a fantastic Woodland Learning 

session this week.  We read the story ‘Stickman’ and 

the children enjoyed making party food in the mud 

kitchen to celebrate Stickman’s return, they enjoyed 

collecting sticks and making the characters in the 

story and the children enjoyed making houses for the 

stick family.  I have added some photos below for you.   

The Christmas Holidays are fast approaching and we would love for some 

volunteers to look after our lovely chickens over the Christmas break.  Due 

to bird flu and risk of foxes we will need to keep the chickens locked up at 

all times over the holidays I am afraid.  You will just need to check on the 

chickens daily to ensure they have fresh water and plenty of food.  Although 



over Christmas they can be left for two days if their food is topped up, we 

wouldn’t expect anyone to come on Christmas day!  Also, their coop will 

need cleaning out a few times over the break.  If you would be interested 

please let me know which dates you would be interested in via the contact 

book/email the office and write down your contact number which I can add 

to the rota which I will give to all parents helping.  Please don’t feel you have 

to sign up to lots of days, just two is fine, although you are welcome to do 

more if you wish.  Your support with this is very much appreciated.  

The children are beyond excited for you to come and watch their 

performance of ‘Born in a Barn’ next week.  Reception have worked so hard 

on their singing and they cannot wait to show you!  We look forward to 

seeing you in school next week – we hope you enjoy the performance!  

 

Have a lovely weekend! 

 

Miss Dale 
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